
Letter from the President 
Lawrence Reynolds, MDñLawrenceR@mottchc.org  

We Need Your Help Now 

Our chapterõs active membership has de-

creased by almost 300 pediatricians since 

2009.  During that time, the American Acad-

emy of Pediatricsõ national office, which 

collects dues for all state chapters, changed 

the layout of the dues statement -  and did 

not clearly line up chapter dues ($130) above 

the total line.  As a result, many of us may 

have, inadvertently, overlooked local dues 

and just paid national membership.  Addi-

tionally, the national office has switched 

from a single renewal date for all members 

to individual anniversary dates to determine 

when payments are due.  This may cause 

another year to pass before we realize we did 

not pay our local dues.  Our chapter and 

other chapters across the nation are working 

to convince the national office that these 

changes have negative, unintended conse-

quences for our budget at a critical time in 

health reform. 

Health reform is now the law of the land, 

but the details must be worked out state by 

state.  Without the resources to staff our 

chapter office and represent pediatricians to 

the public, we are severely compromised in 

our efforts to improve the health of chil-

dren.  The rules and regulations regarding 

insurance plans and what constitutes a legiti-

mate medical expense versus administrative 

costs will be determined in Lansing by either 

the Legislature or the Insurance Commis-

sioner.  Medical expenses should be 80 ð 

85% of the premium dollar by Federal law.  

As pediatricians, we must be at the table to 

assure that the plans adequately pay for 

health education and prevention services (as 

in Bright Futures and in Federal law) and 

pay for vaccines and vaccine handling ade-

quately. 

In the coming weeks, you may receive a call, 

e-mail, or letter from a member of our 

Michigan AAP Board urging you to mail 

your dues or renew your membership.  

Please help us maintain our membership by 

making sure your membership is up to date.   

The Board and the staff of MI AAP will  

continue to work to make the dues state-

ment and renewal policy member- and chap-

ter-friendly so that we can continue with the  

important work of representing pediatricians 

and our patients. 

Thank you. 
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Congratulations to your new MIAAP board.  

Dr. Larry Reynolds (Mott Childrenõs Health 

Center, Flint) leads the group as our new Presi-

dent. Dr. Lia Gaggino (Bronson, Kalamazoo) is 

our new President-Elect and Doctors Steve 

Park, Neal Weinberg and Charlie Barone round 

out the officers.  Welcome back to Doctors 

Wendy Burdo-Hartman, Teresa Holtrop, Tisa 

Johnson, and Jane Turner your At-Large voting 

members.  Thanks to all who visited the web-

site, reviewed their cvs and voted.   Their term 

will be through September, 2012. 

I am very happy to report that the issues we 

focused our advocacy activities on in the Michi-

gan Department of Community Healthõs 

budget for FY 2011 were victories for the 

MIAAP.  An additional 4 % cut in Medicaid 

provider payment rates was dropped.  The Sen-

ateõs efforts to shift the MI Child program 

from a Blue Cross Blue Shield program, paid at 

commercial rates to a managed care Medicaid  

program, paid at Medicaid rates was halted.  

Funding was restored for nonemergency trans-

portation for Title V children enrolled in Spe-

cial Health Care Services.  The good news is 

that we were able to carry the day on these 

items for the upcoming fiscal year.  The bad 

news is that an influx of one-time federal funds 

enabled us to be successful in halting these 

cuts.  We will face a much larger deficit for FY 

2012 without the availability of federal funds.  

So please be prepared to be in touch with your 

new legislators in 2011 to discuss the impor-

tance of adequate Medicaid payment rates and 

to adequately fund programs vital to the health 

of our children.   Thank you to those members 

who stepped up when we requested your assis-

tance with key legislators.  You made the differ-

ence! 

Speaking of advocacy é the MIAAP co-

sponsored the stateõs first ever convention de-

voted to childrenõs issues along with the Early 

Childhood Investment Corporation and other 

child advocacy groups.  Over 4000 parents and 

children packed Michigan State Universityõs 

Breslin arena in August to hear both guberna-

torial candidates talk about their commitment 

to ensure our young children are healthy, emo-

tionally stable, have adequate early education 

and are ready and able to learn in school.  

Among the exciting speakers was our own Dr. 

Barone who scored with the kids, promising he 

wouldnõt be giving any òshotsó that day.   The 

Sandbox Convention received great state wide 

coverage as well as national coverage.  Weõve 

heard from 4 other states who are interested in 

adopting the concept to highlight childrenõs 

issues during election years.  Stay tunedé weõll 

keep you updated on the next Sandbox Con-

vention so that you might join in the fun. 

We have developed relationships with both the 

Bernero and Snyder campaigns so if you have 

an interest in volunteering, donating or plug-

ging into a policy discussion please contact me.  

Iõll be happy to help you connect.  In addition 

we developed and sent a 7 question survey for 

candidates running for governor and the state 

legislature on child health issues.  Check the 

MIAAP website for responses to help guide 

you when voting in November. 

Having trouble establishing an Electronic 

Health Record(EHR), or getting your EHR  

ready to qualify for Meaningful Use?  The 

MIAAP is working with the stateõs Michigan 

Center for Effective IT Adoption (M-CEITA).  

M-CEITA is set up to offer guidance, technical 

assistance and information on best practices to 

support and accelerate health care providersõ to 

become meaningful users of electronic health 

records.  As a member of M-CEITAõs execu-

tive Committee we are offering pediatric insight 

to their deliberations.  There are staff located in 

regional centers around the state of Michigan 

that can come into your practice and offer un-

biased, technical assistance and guidance to 

help you through the process. We are partner-

ing with our colleagues at the Michigan Acad-

emy of Family Practice to host meetings 

around the state for family practice physicians 

and pediatricians to learn more about what m-

ceita has to offer.  Please check the MIAAP 

website for details on the regional meetings or 

contact me at the office to sign up for one in 

your area. 

Enjoy the great fall our state has to offer and 

donõt forget to vote with kids in mind. DS 

From the Desk of  the Executive Director 
Denise Sloanñdenise.sloan@miaap.com 



My name is Lia Gag-

gino and I am delighted 

and honored to serve 

the MIAAP as Presi-

dent-Elect for the next 

two years.  I have been 

a pediatrician in Kala-

mazoo for the past 22 

years and completed my 

residency and my 3rd and 4th years of medi-

cal school in Kalamazoo as well.  I am a 

graduate of MSU College of Human Medi-

cine and also attended MSU for my under-

graduate studies. 

My husband Rodger Parzyck is a former 

Physicianõs Assistant turned architectural 

salvage entrepreneur and is the owner of 

The Heritage Co. in downtown Kalamazoo.  

My oldest daughter Elyse works at the store 

as well, while my younger daughter Julia 

attends MSU.  My girls and my husband are 

my inspiration and support and bring bal-

ance to my life. 

My passion is childrenõs mental health and 

every day without fail I encounter children 

who struggle with ADHD, anxiety and de-

pression who look to their physician for 

help.  My greatest reward in the practice of 

medicine is to witness the return of joy to a 

child whose veil of sadness and fear has 

lifted.  I have been fortunate to work with 

wonderful therapists and teachers who help 

to form a team to assist families.  I am 

grateful to the MIAAP support on behalf 

of childrenõs mental health as a co-sponsor 

to a Mental Health Summit held in May 

2009. 

In joining the MIAAP Board I am eager to 

meet pediatricians across the state and to 

represent the needs of members.  I hope 

that the MIAAP can provide support and 

promote educational experiences that will 

enrich and energize your practices be they 

private, group or academic organizations.  I 

have always felt that it is an honor to be a 

pediatrician entrusted with keeping children 

healthy, and we are fortunate to have an 

active Chapter that can speak on behalf of 

Michiganõs children and families. 

I look forward to meeting you!  Please feel 

free to contact me with any questions or 

concerns.  LG 
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MIAAPõs New President-Elect 
Lia Gaggino, MDñgagginol@bronsonhg.org 

The AAP recently released a statement regarding Prevnar 13.   
The statement covers:  

1.  the transition from PCV7 to PCV13;  

2.  the routine use of PCV13 for healthy children and children with an underlying medical condition that increases 

the risk of IPD;  

3.  a supplemental dose of PCV13 for  

A.   healthy children 14 through 59 months of age who have completed the PCV7 series and  

B.  children 14 through 71 months of age with an underlying medical condition that increases the risk of 

IPD who have completed the PCV7 series;  

4. ñcatch-upò immunization for children behind schedule; and 

5. PCV13 for certain children at high risk from 6 through 18 years of age. In addition, recommendations for the 

use of pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine for children at high risk of IPD are also updated. 

Please visit www.miaap.org/news.html for the entire policy statement.   

DEPARTMENT  OF PEDIATRICS  
 

In partnership with 

Saturday, February 26, 2011 

7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Novi, Michigan 
 

www.pedsspecialneedscare.com  

http://www.pedsspecialneedscare.com/




MIAAP Committee Update 
MI Committee Chairs  

 

Mental Health:  

Lia Gaggino, MD 

gagginol@bronsonhg.org 

Healthy Weight:  

Tom Peterson, MD 

tom.peterson@spectrum-health.org 

Legislative:  

Jon Gold, MD 

jonathan.gold@hc.msu.edu 

Pediatric Council:  

Brian Gendelman, MD 

bggen123@yahoo.com 

 

MI Representatives to  

AAP Committees  

 

Breastfeeding:  

Rosemary Shy, MD 

rshy@med.wayne.edu 

Committee on Drug Report:  

Daniel Fratterelli, MD 

Daniel.Frattarelli@oakwood.org 

Coding and Nomenclature:  

Margie Andreae 

Andreae@med.umich.edu 

Medical Liability and Risk Management:  

Steven Donn 

smdonnmd@med.umich.edu 

Genetics:  

Beth Anne Tarini 

btarini@umich.edu 

Pediatric Emergency Medicine:  

Marie Lozon 

mlozon@umich.edu 

AAP Legislative Affairs:  

Sharon Swindell 

swindell@umich.edu 

Surgery:  

Michael Klein 

mklein@dmc.org 

Government Affairs:  

Stephen Patrick 

stepatri@med.umich.edu 

Pulmonology and Asthma:  

Douglas Homnick 

homnick@kcms.msu.edu 

State of Michigan employees with BCBS insurance  

vaccination coverage now have FluMist as a covered  

benefit for themselves and for their families. 
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child development screening separately from 

its capitated rate to be consistent with Medi-

caid.  

 Dr. Daniel Fratterelli reported that the AAP 

Committee on Drugs reviews all aspects of 

pediatric pharmacology including drug indi-

cations, contraindications, absorption rates, 

routes of administration, dosing, use precau-

tions and mode of action as they apply to 

children. The Committee also advises the 

Board of Directors in matters related to drug 

labeling, safety and efficacy for both pre-

scription and over-the-counter drugs; moni-

tors federal legislation related to the drug 

approval process; and promotes the need for 

expanded pediatric drug trials. For more 

information see http://www.aap.org/visit/

cmte14.htm.  

Dr. Rosemary Shy reported on the AAP 

Breastfeeding Committeeõs work to include 

provisions for Breastfeeding support in 

workplaces with 50 or more employees un-

der the Health Care Reform Bill.  She high-

lighted the work and trainings of the Michi-

gan Breastfeeding Network, 

www.mibfnetwork.org.  

 Dr. Charles Barone reviewed a powerpoint 

of all other Division, Sections and Commit-

tee reports from Michigan  AAP representa-

tives who were unable to attend the annual 

meeting.  This report on Coding and No-

menclature, Medical Liability and Risk Man-

agement, Genetics, Pediatric Emergency 

Medicine, AAP Legislative and Government 

Affairs, Surgery, and Pulmonology and 

Asthma is available online at http://

www.miaap.org/_downloads/annualmeeti 

ngmaterials/division_section.pdf . 

For more information and to contact your 

MIAAP liaisons please see the enclosed list.  

At the MIAAP Annual Meeting, members of 

the MIAAP Issue Committees and liaisons to 

the AAP Sections, Divisions and Commit-

tees reported on the activities, process, and 

opportunities for MIAAP members to be-

come more involved.  

Dr. Lia Gaggino reported that the Mental 

Health Committee of the MIAAP is promot-

ing mental health screening in pediatrics.  

The AAP has a new screening tool, Address-

ing Mental Health Concerns in Primary Care.  

https://www.nfaap.org/netFORUM/eweb/

DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=aap 

bks_productdetail&key=98c49253-ce05-

465d-9b3e-3b9a4a48794d  

Dr. Stacey Leatherwood reported that the 

Healthy Weight Committee hosted its 2nd 

Childhood Obesity Conference in March.  

MIAAP is actively participating in the 

Healthy Kids Healthy Michigan coalition to 

promote the policy priorities of insurance 

reimbursement for a comprehensive set of 

obesity treatment services and the inclusion 

of BMI in MCIR.   

Dr. Jon Gold provided a complete report on 

the activities of the Legislative during the 

Saturday lunch. He encouraged members to 

be knowledgeable voters and to vote on No-

vember 2. The MIAAP is conducting a can-

didate survey of the state House, Senate, and 

gubernatorial candidates.  Please see the 

Election Advocacy section of the newsletter 

for links and important dates. 

 Dr. Brian Gendelman reported that the 

MIAAP Pediatric Council has been working 

on a variety of issues related to reimburse-

ment for immunization and for the child 

development screening CPT code 96110.  As 

a result of the Peds Council work, Blue Cross 

Blue Shield of Michigan agreed to pay for 

http://www.aap.org/visit/cmte14.htm
http://www.aap.org/visit/cmte14.htm
http://www.mibfnetwork.org
http://www.miaap.org/_downloads/annualmeetingmaterials/division_section.pdf
http://www.miaap.org/_downloads/annualmeetingmaterials/division_section.pdf
http://www.miaap.org/_downloads/annualmeetingmaterials/division_section.pdf
https://www.nfaap.org/netFORUM/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=aapbks_productdetail&key=98c49253-ce05-465d-9b3e-3b9a4a48794d
https://www.nfaap.org/netFORUM/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=aapbks_productdetail&key=98c49253-ce05-465d-9b3e-3b9a4a48794d
https://www.nfaap.org/netFORUM/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=aapbks_productdetail&key=98c49253-ce05-465d-9b3e-3b9a4a48794d
https://www.nfaap.org/netFORUM/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=aapbks_productdetail&key=98c49253-ce05-465d-9b3e-3b9a4a48794d




Michigan Borders Customers Love Reach Out and Read Michigan...And the Feeling is Mutual!  
Michele Straszñmichele.strasz@miaap.org 

For the fourth consecutive summer, Reach 

Out and Read Michigan was honored to be 

the recipient of Borders statewide book 

drive. With 27 stores in SE  

Michigan participating, the very  

generous customers donated more than 

25,500 books, valued at $135,337! This 

surpassed our goal of 20,000 books for the 

summer.  

Borders stores worked with Reach Out and 

Read Michigan to promote literacy and put 

books in the hands of local children.  

Michigan Borders customers donated new  

children's books to benefit Reach Out and 

Read (ROR) Michigan and the children they 

serve. To assist customers with finding the 

right books to donate, Borders selected and 

designed in-store displays full of children's 

books for customers to choose from. 

A wonderful tradition of Reach Out and 

Read Michigan is to host Teddy Bear  

Clinics during the Borders storytimes. This 

year, seven stores hosted clinics, where 

physicians and nurses examined childrens's 

favorite furry friends and gave advice to 

children to read to their Teddies every day. 

Nurse Sue from Henry Ford Medical Cen-

ter-Lakeside Pediatrics visited Borders in 

Utica (left). Dr. Swartz and Nurse Claudia 

from Henry Ford Medical Center-

Farmington visited Borders in Farmington 

Hills (right). A great time was had at all 

seven clinics, and we thank Dr. Stephanie 

Goodson (Brighton Health Center-

University of Michigan), Meg Feistel, RN 

(Henry Ford Medical Center-Fairlane), 

Linda Goldsberry, RN (Hurley Medical 

Center Ambulatory Pediatric Service), Dr. 

Jay Eastman (Eastman & Vempati, MD, PC 

and Eastman & Wozniak, MD, PC), Jenna 

Halloran (Children's Hospital of Michigan), 

Carol Gotwald, RN and Sue Casey, RN 

(Henry Ford Medical Center-Lakeside Pedi-

atrics), and Dr. Beth Robinson Swartz & 

Nurse Claudia DeRain (Henry Ford  

Medical Center-Farmington). 

This effort coincided with the National 

ROR Summer of a Million Books. Reach Out 

and Read developed the Summer of a Million 

Books in conjunction with United We Serve's 

Let's Read. Let's Move. initiative, which aims 

to promote community service and combat 

illiteracy and childhood obesity. Reach Out 

and Read is a national partner of Let's Read. 

Let's Move., an Administration-wide effort 

led by President Barack Obama, First Lady 

Michelle Obama, and the Corporation for 

National and Community Service.   

The books were delivered to Reach Out 

and Read practices during August and  

September and are being given out to  

children throughout the state. Reach Out 

and Read Michigan sincerely thanks  

Borders staff and customers for their  

kindness and generosity!  For more  

information go to:  

www.reachoutandreadmich.org  MS 

Local CDR Teams: 

Under Child Protection Law (MCL 

722.627b), the Michigan Child Death Re-

view (CDR) program supports voluntary, 

multidisciplinary child death review teams 

in all 83 counties of Michigan. These teams, 

totaling over 1,200 professionals, meet 

regularly to review the circumstances sur-

rounding the deaths of children in their 

communities. The average team is com-

prised of 15 members, and includes at a 

minimum, the county prosecutor, state, 

county and/or local law enforcement, rep-

resentatives from DHS, local public health, 

and the county medical examiner. Addi-

tional membership may also include EMS, 

mental health, education, pediatricians, hos-

pital staff, other human service providers, 

or key community leaders. Teams have 

wide discretion in selecting their coordina-

tor, team membership and operating proce-

dures. As teams have matured over the past 

13 years, most have evolved from a focus 

on investigation and data collection to 

translating their findings into action to pre-

vent deaths. Each year an average of over 

80% of child deaths due to external causes 

are reviewed. Smaller population counties 

are often able to review 100% of their 

deaths, including those from natural causes. 

From the programõs inception, teams have 

reviewed over 9,000 child deaths. Over 

1,500 prevention activities have been rec-

ommended by local teams, and action has 

been taken on over 1,000 of those. 

Child Death State Advisory Team: 

Child Protection Law also created a state-

level team of professionals to òidentify and 

make recommendations on policy and 

statutory changes pertaining to child fatali-

ties, and to guide statewide prevention, 

Child Death Review Program  
Michigan Public Health Institute 

education and training efforts.ó This Child 

Death State Advisory Team has met quar-

terly since 1998. The director of DHS se-

lects members, with no term limits estab-

lished. The law requires representation 

from DHS, MDCH, law enforcement, a 

county prosecuting attorney and medical 

examiner, and the Childrenõs Ombudsman. 

Other members have been appointed to 

add expertise on causes of child death and 

prevention, including a pediatrician special-

izing in child abuse and neglect, and a staff 

member of the Michigan Chapter of AAP. 

DHS chairs the meetings, which generally 

include review of local CDR findings and 

current state-level issues affecting childrenõs 

health, safety and protection.  MPHI  

The AAP issued a statement on CDR review in 

the August 30, 2010 edition of Pediatrics.  For 

information go to www.miaap.org/news.html 
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Pediatricians and their patients and families have much at stake this election year with 

state and federal elections.  Take time to learn more about the candidates and issues  

impacting the health and well-being of  children and your pediatric practice.   

The MIAAP has asked all candidates for the state house, senate, and governorõs race to respond to a child health candidate survey.  Re-

sults from the MIAAP Candidate Survey are available at http://www.miaap.org/advocacy.html  

Read child health candidate briefing papers and share them with your local candidates at  

http://www.med.umich.edu/mott/help/speak_issues.html  

Learn more about the Gubernatorial candidates Policy Papers on Health at 

Rick Snyderñhttp://www.rickformichigan.com/vision-plan/policy-central/healthcare-reform 

Virg Berneroñhttp://www.votevirg.com/issues/health_care.php  

 

 For non-partisan voter guides, the MIAAP recommends:  

  Secretary of State Voting Information/Guide: http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633---,00.html 

  Michigan Participation Project: http://www.michparticipationproject.org/content/view/24/32/ 

  MLIVE.com - http://thevoterguide.mlive.com/ 

  Publius Voter guide- Links to the Free Press and League of Womenõs Voters Guides-http://www.publius.org/  

  League of Women Voters- http://www.lwvmi.org/  

  MI Vote:  Video Voter Guide http://www.mivote.org/ 

Be an Educated Voter!  Vote November 2! 

http://www.miaap.org/advocacy.html
http://www.med.umich.edu/mott/help/speak_issues.html
http://www.rickformichigan.com/vision-plan/policy-central/healthcare-reform
http://www.votevirg.com/issues/health_care.php
http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633---,00.html
http://www.michparticipationproject.org/content/view/24/32/
http://thevoterguide.mlive.com/
http://www.lwvmi.org/
http://www.mivote.org/

